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The tenth ICC Cricket World Cup is now underway, with
England - runners-up in 1979, 1987 and 1992 - aiming for a
maiden World Cup victory at their tenth attempt.

A FIRST WORLD Cup triumph is long overdue for England,
who come to the tournament with mixed form in the 50 over
format of the game. England’s One Day International form has
improved over the last two years - winning nine of their last
ten ODI series prior their recent series defeat to Australia - and
their annihilation of Australia in the Ashes and their victory

in last year’s ICC T-20 World Cup have made them one of the
favourites in this year’s tournament.

A string of injuries - almost all the players have had a spell
out with injury in recent months and Graeme Swann, Paul
Collingwood, Stuart Broad, Ajmal Shahzad and Tim Bresnan
all had to leave Australia early - have affected England’s
preparations but all (except for Eoin Morgan) are expected to be
fit for the World Cup.

India, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh are co-hosting the
tournament that is being held between February 19th until
April 2nd, with 49 matches being played over 43 days. The 14
participating teams are divided into two groups of seven for a
round-robin tournament, with each team playing the other six
in its group to determine who will progress to the knock-out
stages.

Australia has won the last three events in 2007, 2003
and 1999 and also triumphed in 1987 and Sri Lanka (1996),

Pakistan (1992) India (1983) and the West Indies (1975, 1979)
have win the other six competitions.

England go into the tournament as fifth favourites, but
captain Andrew says, “We’re here to win it, and we feel like
we've got an excellent chance. The guys took a lot of confidence
from the fact we won that ICC World Twenty20 and know they
can do it on the big stage, under pressure.”

Former Australian captain Ian Chappell doesn’t fancy
England’s chances, recently commenting, “Their chances
have slipped based on what I saw in Australia,” he said. “That
is mainly because I thought they played spin very poorly in
Australia, and if youre going to play spin poorly in Australia, I
don’t like your chances much on the subcontinent.”

But England supporters can take comfort from the fact
that before the Ashes, Chappell identified England’s top-order
batsmen as their ‘Achilles heel’ and thought they were taking a
“hell of a gamble” on the out-of-form Alastair Cook.

Squad: Andrew Strauss (Captain), James Anderson,
Matt Prior (Wicket-Keeper), Ajmal Shahzad, Graeme Swann, Ian
Bell, Ravi Bopara, James Tredwell, Tim Bresnan, Jonathan Trott,
Luke Wright, Stuart Broad, Paul Collingwood, Michael Yardy,
Kevin Pietersen. Chris Tremlett (travelling reserve)
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WHAT THE PLAYERS SAY:
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-
February 22 g England v eg Holland (Nagpur)
e
February 27 a India v g England (Bangalore)
oot 2
March 2 g England v gﬂ Ireland (Bangalore)
ﬁ . .
March 6 i England Y H South Africa (Chennai)
: m
March 11 Bangladesh v England Chittagon
¥, Bang £ Eng (Chittagong)
March 17 ‘E‘ England v a West Indies (Chennai)
KNOCKOUT STAGE
March 23 Quarter-final (A1 v B4) (Chennai)
March 24 Quarter-final (A2 v B3) (Ahmedabad)
March 25 Quarter-final (A3 v B2) (Chennai)
March 26 Quarter-final (A4 v B1) (Colombo)
March 29 Semi-final (Colombo)
March 30 Semi-final (Mohali)
April 2 FINAL (Mumbai)
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